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As with many writers before and since, William Shakespeare was influenced by the events that took

shape all around him. Sweeping changes to Englands politics, language, and culture that took place

during his lifetime were the fertile ground from which the Bard drew inspiration. Shakespeares life is

surveyed and the social context in which he created his greatest drama and poetry is examined.
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Gr 8 Upâ€“Life and Times gives a brief overview of Shakespeare's life, mentioning documented

evidence and explaining what scholars deduce from it. Information is presented in a straightforward

fashion; the first chapter focuses on Shakespeare and the remaining bulk of the book is devoted to

describing major events and historical figures from Elizabethan and Jacobean England. Few

attempts are made to tie historical happenings to Shakespeare until the final chapter, which

describes theater in Shakespeare's London. Tragedies first explores Renaissance theater in depth,

followed by a summary and an analysis ofÂ Shakespeare's tragedies. The title provides few

quotations from the texts themselves, but the presentation and coverage are adequate as they

stand. Both volumes include sidebars, reproductions, and photographs. These books will be useful

for reports, butÂ the dry writing style ensures that appeal to other readers will be extremely

limited.â€“Misti Tidman, Licking County Library, Newark, OHÎ±(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals

LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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